* curiosity' was excited in him by the warmth with which Augustine described the sacrifice.
Monica, naturally, encouraged Augustine's proposal.    She saw how close he had approached to the Church, and thought his irregular attachment was   the   only hindrance  to baptism.     She had recourse—' at my request,' candidly says Augustine —to   her   prophetic   dream-faculty;   ' but  Thou wouldst not reveal anything to her in her dreams about my future marriage.'    Monica was obliged to cast about like less gifted mothers, and she at length discovered a desirable party—a girl of ten years (Augustine was now thirty-two)—who seems to have had a respectable dowry.    Augustine was willing to wait two years ;  in fact, it was by no means an uncommon occurrence to espouse a girl of ten when the dowry was attractive.   Then came the discharge of the mother of Adeodatus.    The Roman world regarded such an action as natural and commendable ; in the ' Eucharisticos ' of Paulinus of Pella an entirely similar experience is described with equal callousness.    The Christian world has been so overwhelmed with the heinousness of they drinking, dancing, and panto-
